ABSTRACT. This paper analyzes the Environmental Perception about the potential use of wildlife resources by the population surrounding the RPPN Stoessel de Britto. Through open and closed questions, we interviewed 90 residents at Laginhas community (87% of domiciles), which performed 367 citations for 79 species, belonging to 78 genera and 55 families. The interviewees showed the utility of 41 species, for various purposes, the feeding purpose was the most mentioned. The most cited animal (27) was Tolypeutes tricinctus (Linnaeus, 1758), the threebanded armadillo. The knowledge of this community is rich and could be considered and used to define conservation strategies and as subsidies to elaborate the Plan of Management of Conservation Units.
Introduction
The growing environmental problems have required concrete measurements towards the nature protection; in this context we highlight the creation of the National System of Conservation Units (SNUC). The Conservation Units (UC's), created from this system, are one of the strategies of nature protection that aims to conserve and preserve natural resources. However, Diegues (2001) states that the mere lack of UC's does not mean the absence of biodiversity conservation, as the implementation of new conservation areas, alone, has not produced expected results. This author also mentions that, besides this alternative, should consider the relationship man -nature, as well as the analysis of socio-cultural knowledge characteristic of traditional societies, which may point more appropriate ways to occupy the space based on the sustained management of the environment. Hence the relevance of the studies about environmental perception of communities that keep direct contact with the environment and depend on it (MAROTI et al., 2000 , SANTOS et al., 2000 , WHYTE, 1978 .
The concept of Environmental Perception (PA) employed in this study, encompasses the awareness and understanding of the environment by the man, in a broadest sense, involving much more than a single sensory perception, such as vision or hearing, as indicated by Whyte (1978) .
Coupled to this concept of PA, will be used tools from ethnozoology research to better understand the relationship between man and animals and his knowledge about the fauna. Studies about the use of animals by rural communities are essential to adequately manage these resources, preventing their exhaustion.
The communities living surrounding the UC's, which had already lived before their creation, have their customs and practices of uses related to native species. As Tuan (1980) says, the life of these farmers is linked to the great cycles of nature; is rooted in the Acta Scientiarum. Biological Sciences Maringá, v. 34, n. 3, p. 335-341, July-Sept., 2012
birth, growth and death of living things. Still according to Arruda (2000) , the knowledge from these communities may point more suitable ways to occupy the based on the sustained management of the environment. Therefore, the present study analyzed the Environmental Perception and the faunistic use from the community surrounding a Private Natural Heritage Reserve (RPPN), in order to recover the popular knowledge of this community about the fauna and its uses, aiming to define conservation strategies and subsidies the elaboration of the Management Plan for this RPPN.
Material and methods

Study area
The Private Natural Heritage Reserve (RPPN) Stoessel de Britto, created by the Federal Ordinance 0052/94-N, in May 05, 1994, is located at 6° 13'4" S and 37° 2' 25" W and has an area of 756 ha, in the municipality of Jucurutu (Rio Grande do Norte State), Mesorregião Central Potiguar.
In the vicinity of this RPPN, about 3 km, we found a rural community of Laginhas (06°14' S and 37°03' W), municipality of Caicó (Rio Grande do Norte State) (Figure 1 ). This community has 434 inhabitants (214 men and 220 women), with the economy based on subsistence farming and livestock and goat creation (IBGE, 2008) . This field in inserted in the Caatinga domain, covered by a dry tropical vegetation of the type treeshrub hiperxerófila Caatinga, with a well defined herbaceous extract during the rainy period (VARELA-FREIRE, 2002) . In the Reserve area, there is the Serra do Estreito, with 637 meters high, creating a unique environment that contemplates rich mountain biodiversity.
Methodological procedures
Preliminary exploratory study of the Laginhas community was accomplished through field visits, for a subsequent development of forms to be applied to the residents of the community (one person from each domicile) aged over 18 years, and with time housing over 10 years (CUNHA et al., 2007) Afterwards, based on the tools from the Environmental Perception applied by Whyte (1977) , and used in researches with communities around Conservation Units by Maroti et al. (2000) and Santos et al. (2000) , were used forms with open and closed questions.
Between the months of January and February 2009, we applied the forms with 90 persons in the Laginhas community, which corresponds to 87% of occupied domiciles (n = 104 All informations provided were transcribed literally into the forms. The names of the animals were recorded as pronounced by the interviewees, and then they were identified with the aid of experts in each zoology field and named according to scientific standards. The official list of species endangered species from the Ministério do Meio Ambiente was also consulted to verify whether the most used species in the community is listed as threatened.
From the obtained results we performed quantitative and qualitative analyses with the data. For the quantitative analysis we used the Excel software to tabulate the data and to calculate simple percentage.
Results and discussion
Among the 90 interviewees from the rural community of Laginhas, 30% demonstrated knowledge of the animals from the RPPN. 367 citations were made of animals with occurrence for the RPPN, classified into 79 species (81 vernacular names), 78 genera and 55 families. Among the 79 species, the community uses 41for several purposes.
These results reflect the popular wisdom and show the knowledge about the animals, as well as the uses of wildlife by humans, as suggested by Costa Neto (2000).
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The species mentioned as occurring at the RPPN are distributed in percentage into the following zoological groups: birds (52%), reptiles (19%), mammals (17%), fishes (9%), arachnids (2%) and insects (1%; Figure 2 ). The birds compose the group with the highest number of vernacular names identified by the interviewees (42); however, the mammals had the greatest number of citations (210) for 14 vernacular names identified. According to Razera et al. (2006) , this result may be the result of the visibility of the mammals and greater utility for them, both from the feeding point of view as for other uses. The reptiles were cited 101 times for 15 identified names. The least cited were the arachnids with 2 names and the insects with 1 (Table 1 ). The latter are usually not remembered by the interviewees since they have no use. Therefore, we observe that the vertebrates are the most cited than the invertebrates, corroborating the data obtained by Razera et al. (2006) and Costa Neto and Resende (2004) , which report that the larger-sized animals are easier to be noted, have usefulness and greater contact in daily life. The invertebrates are smaller, less visible and are not so useful. Still according to these authors, in the perceptions from the interviewees, small bugs that may cause diseases and hazards are considered as "insects". The most mentioned animal by the community was the three-banded armadillo with 27 citations, followed by rattlesnake with 19, scaled dove with 12 and the curimatã and wolf fish with 9 citations. All these animals belong to daily life of studied community and are related to the uses of feeding, medicinal and trade.
The three-armadillo is one of the most wanted mammal species for feeding and trade in the studied community, corroborating the studies from RochaMendes et al. (2005) and Costa Neto (2000), which also mention the armadillo as very wanted by people both for feeding as for trade.
The rattlesnake presents medicinal use by the residents of this community, since its lard is employed in the treatment of throat, spine and even to heal other animals. In the studies carried out by Costa Neto (2000, 2006) , Almeida and Albuquerque (2002) and Barbosa et al. (2007) , the snakes were also included in medicinal item, serving to cure diseases. According to Alves et al. (2007) , in study about the use of snakes in folk medicine of Northeastern of Brazil, the rattlesnake was the most cited.
The most mentioned birds by the birds were the scaled dove and picazuro pigeon; the latter being for feeding and trade, and the first indicated by some as valueless or use, and by others for creating at home.
The most mentioned fish were the wolf fish and curimatã, quite used by the community for feeding.
The use of faunistic resources by the community
The categories selected for the identifications of the faunistic use by the residents of the Laginhas community were defined according to the uses mentioned for the animals from the RPPN: 1-feeding, 2-trade, 3-create at home, 4-medicinal and 5-without value or use (Figure 3) . The category 5 with the highest representativeness was the number (without value or use), with 149 citations. This because the informant quoted the animal, but he did not know the use, and immediately said that it was good for nothing. The second most mentioned category was the number 1 -feeding: with 25% of the answers and 105 citations (Figure 3) . The most cited animals in this category were the three-banded armadillo, Spix's yellow-toothed cavy and rock cavy, which are commonly consumed as food by this community. This category is also quoted as the most representative in the studies of (RAZERA et al., 2006; SILVA et al., 2010) . Apparently the consumption of these animals by the community has a significant nutritional relevance, considering the low economic resources and the consequent lack of material conditions for the purchase of beef.
The trade category was third, with 86 citations and 20% of the answers (Figure 3) . The most mentioned animals for the trade were the Spix's yellow-toothed cavy, three-banded armadillo and rattlesnake. These are much sought species by the people to buy, especially in neighboring cities due to their medicinal relevance. According to Alves et al. (2008) , in Brazil, as in other countries, the rural communities developed an accurate knowledge of the therapeutic and medicinal properties of the animals. The existence of trade of biological resources with medicinal property also in the cities reveals that the traditional use of biodiversity for therapeutic purposes has been incorporated by urban communities (ALVES et al., 2008) .
The medicinal use was a very important category for the community, with 46 citations (11% of the answers) and 11 animals indicated for medicinal uses. The most prominent animals were the snakes (rattlesnake, Red-tailed boa, Caatinga lancehead viper and rainbow boa), and Argentine Black and White Tegu. These are recognized by the community as good medicinal resources (Table 2) . These animals were also recorded for medicinal uses in the studies from Costa Neto (2006), Almeida and Albuquerque (2002) and Silva et al. (2010) , especially for the treatment of diseases as the rheumatism, asthma, and throat, among others. The most used part of the animals for medicinal purposes by the rural community of Laginhas was the lard, with nine citations; this lard is used to take or apply on the local of the disease. The disease with the highest number of citations (6), for the animal use, was the throat inflammation. The animal with more medicinal indications was the rattlesnake and the fox, each one with three healing indications. In a study similar to this in the ESEC-Seridó, the fox is also used for several medicinal uses (SILVA et al., 2010) .
The hunting of animals at the RPPN Ninety per cent of responses from the interviewed residents of the Laginhas community stated that they do not agree with the hunting at the RPPN, and 10% agree. When they are questioned if they ever had caught any animal at the RPPN, 100% said that they never hunted in the RPPN, since it is prohibited by the IBAMA (Brazilian Institute of Environment and Renewable Natural Resources) and by the owner of the reserve, but they had already hunted in the area before it become a reserve, because the owner released the hunting and there was no problem. Although they assure that there is no hunting at the RPPN, there are evidences of the entry of hunters in the area, according to information from the owner of the RPPN. Furthermore, the own residents of the community say that the hunt occurs at the RPPN, but neither identifies or points the hunter.
The interviewees say that they think is wrong practice hunting in the reserve, but sometimes is the only way to get food. They think is right, hunt for feeding, however they do not agree with the practice when just for fun or to sell. All are aware that in the reserve, the hunting is not legally released.
Species as the Southern tamandua, rock cavy, oncilla, Argentine Black and White Tegu, nine-banded armadillo and the three-banded armadillo are species endemic of the Caatinga and are the prime targets for hunters. According to MMA (2003) -Ministério do Meio Ambiente, two species from these, the Leopardus tigrinus (oncilla) and the Tolypeutes tricinctus (threebanded armadillo) are included in the national list of Brazilian species threatened with extinction.
Conclusion
The commercial use of animals is important for this community, because is an activity that supplements the income of families that, mostly, are needy. This fact is corroborated by the uses for feeding and as medicine uses, stemming from the lack of income, but also reveals the traditional customs in this community.
